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What is a Gun Free Zone?
A Gun Free Zone (GFZ) is an area where guns and ammunition 
are neither welcomed nor allowed. The aim is to create a safe 
space for people to live, learn, work, play, shop and worship. You 
will recognise that space by the “no-gun” sign.

GFZs can be found in educational institutions such as crèches, 
schools and universities, in community centres and libraries, in 
clinics and hospitals, in government buildings, in taverns and 
shebeens, and even in taxi ranks.

Benefits of a Gun Free Zone:

ŠŠ They reduce the risk of gun death and injury. When there 
are no guns in a space, such as a school or a shebeen, it 
becomes safer and more secure for everyone in it.

ŠŠ They give people who share a space the power to raise their 
voice about what safety means.

ŠŠ To establish a Gun Free Zone, it is important to speak to 
people using the space as well as other stakeholders in 
your community, such as the police. This communication 
can go a long way to making your community safer.

The Firearms Control Act makes provision 
for Firearm-Free Zones (FFZs). These are 
somewhat different to the more voluntary GFZ 
in that they are established and protected by 
the law and have stricter enforcement and 
penalties. For example:
• Only the Minister of Police has the power to 

declare spaces as FFZs. 
• In FFZs the police may, without a warrant, 

search buildings or individuals, seize 
firearms and arrest people.

• It is a criminal offence (not a civil offence 
as with GFZs) to contravene the FFZ 
status of a premises. Anybody found 
contravening an FFZ will go to court and 
can face between five years and 25 years 
imprisonment. 

THe diFFerence BeTween Gun Free Zones And FireArm Free Zones

"gun free 
zones are 
areas Where 
guns and 
ammunition 
are neither 
Welcomed nor 
alloWed"



Module 6: Gun Free Zones

54



55

Gun Free South Africa Toolkit 

Gun Free Zones and the law
Gun Free Zones are established in accordance with anti-
trespassing laws. Every day people make use of the law of right 
of admission to restrict those entering a space they own or 
manage. For example, people can be refused entry or asked to 
leave if they smoke, or bring alcohol or food onto a property. The 
same can be done with guns. 

It is a civil offence to contravene the Gun Free Zone status of 
a premises, which means that anyone found breaking that law 
can be prosecuted under the laws that prohibit trespassing. 

Enforced by trust
Signs tell people entering this type of Gun Free 
Zone that the space is gun free. People entering 
this space are not asked to declare if they are 
carrying a gun and are not searched for a gun. 
While guns are not taken away from people, they 
know that guns are not welcome. Examples are 
places of worship. 

Enforced by declaration
People entering a Gun Free Zone are asked to 
declare if they have a gun or are searched before 
they are allowed to enter. If anyone has a gun, they 
are not allowed to enter the premises with their 
gun or their gun is stored in a safe that is provided. 
Examples are banks, government departments, 
and soccer stadiums.

Two types of Gun Free Zones

"gun free 
zones give 
people a 
sense of 
security"
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5 steps to declaring a Gun Free Zone
GFSA has developed a 5-step plan to establish a Gun Free Zone:

Establish the vision: Involves putting into words 
what you want to achieve by making your space a Gun 
Free Zone, and ensuring the buy-in from everyone who 
uses the space to achieve this vision.

Develop a policy: Involves making sure that there 
is agreement on issues ranging from signage and 
communication strategies to safe storage and 
procedures for preventing the entry of someone 
carrying a gun.

Prepare for implementation: Involves bringing 
in key stakeholders, which include all users of 
the space, training staff who will be responsible 
for enforcing the policy, developing signage 
and registers, as well as conducting awareness 
campaigns for users of the Gun Free Zone.

Implement: Involves putting the Gun Free Zone 
policy into practice.

Maintain and monitor: Involves ensuring ongoing 
awareness and education campaigns, as well as 
tracking impact (Do people feel safer? Are fewer 
people trying to bring guns into your space? Have 
incidents of violence declined?) and assessing 
enforcement.

Facts

"establishing a 
gfz can be done 
in 5 steps"

Research has shown that Gun Free Zones give people a sense of security.

Besides South Africa, Gun Free Zones have been adopted in Columbia, 
El Salvador, Philippines, Sierra Leone, the Solomon Islands, Senegal, and 
Venezuela. In the Solomon Islands and in Sierra Leone whole villages or 
chiefdoms have been declared Gun Free Zones.

The UN has developed a tookit to establish GFZs, recognising that GFZs 
reduce armed violence and promote public safety.
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Myths

Š× Myth: Gun Free Zones can only be 
established by the Minister of Police.
Fact: Any community organisation, business, place of 
worship, community centre, or sports club can declare their 
space a Gun Free Zone. 

Š× Myth: It is enough to just put up signs to 
make a place a Gun Free Zone.
Fact: Experience, backed by research, shows that the 
success of declaring a space a Gun Free Zone depends on 
the buy-in and commitment of the people that use that 
space. The more people who support the idea of a safe 
environment without guns, the better.

Š× Myth: I have to provide a safe for gun owners 
in Gun Free Zones.
Fact: There is NO legal obligation to provide a safe for gun 
owners to store their guns.

Š× Myth: Shooters target Gun Free Zones.
Fact: There is no evidence that these zones are targeted 
by shooters, particularly mass shooters. Mass shootings 
are directed at a specific person, group or institution with 
whom the perpetrator has a grievance.

"gun free 
zones are 
islands of 
safety"
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Take action
Š✓ Let the owners/managers of Gun Free Zones in your 

community know that you support this move and that you 
feel safer in that space.

Š✓ Start a conversation with your community group, religious 
group or with your work colleagues about creating a Gun 
Free Zone.

Š✓ Ask for help in setting up Gun Free Zones in your 
community — contact GFSA for training support and 
materials.

Š✓ Find out about other Gun Free Zones in your area and 
speak to those involved to get guidance and ideas.

"start a 
conversation 
about 
creating a gun 
free zone"
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gun free zones 
provide an 
increased sense of 
security

Notes


